Country Living

Checklist
* Job
* Rent in area 6 months — Look for Appropriate Land
* RV instead of renting- Temporary (6mo) not Full Time
*  Well Water off grid
e Land Perk
e Power-Off Grid
* Adequate Housing
* From Scratch-Harder/Buildable
* Easement
* Garden ready — Greenhouse
* River or Creek
* Heat with wood (rangeboiler)
*  Cook with wood (Grill outdoors, Summertime)
e 5-10 acres with trees for wood

The greatest and most important work in which we can engage is the preparation of a
people to stand in the day of God, upon which we are just entering. May the Lord help
you, my brother, to devote your God-given capabilities to winning souls to Christ. Rest in
God, and walk humbly with Him. You will need much of the rich grace of the Saviour,
and a deep, settled conviction that the work of the people of God is to prepare for the
events of the future, which will soon come upon them with blinding force. {4MR 74.3}

Proverbs 21:31 The horse [is] prepared against the day of battle: but safety [is] of the
LORD.

Proverbs 27:12
A prudent person foresees danger and takes precautions. The simpleton goes blindly on
and suffers the consequences.

Joshua 10:8 And the LORD said unto Joshua, Fear them not: for I have delivered them
into thine hand; there shall not a man of them stand before thee. 9 Joshua therefore came
unto them suddenly, [and] went up from Gilgal all night. 12 Then spake Joshua to the
LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the children of
Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou,
Moon, in the valley of Ajalon.

The Spirit of God inspired Joshua's prayer, that evidence might again be given of the
power of Israel's God. Hence the request did not show presumption on the part of the
great leader. Joshua had received the promise that God would surely overthrow these
enemies of Israel, yet he put forth as earnest effort as though success depended upon
the armies of Israel alone. He did all that human energy could do, and then he cried in



faith for divine aid. The secret of success is the union of divine power with human effort.
{PP 509.1}

Acts 27 — The shipwreck of Paul

At these words hope revived. Passengers and crew roused from their apathy, and put
forth all possible exertion to save their lives. There was much yet to be done. Every effort
within their power must be put forth to avert destruction; for God helps those only who
help themselves. {LP 267.1}

James 2:14 What [doth it] profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have
not works? can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily
food, 16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be [ye] warmed and filled;
notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what [doth
it] profit? 17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 18 Yea, a man may
say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy faith without thy works, and I will
show thee my faith by my works.

Every blow struck upon the ark was preaching to the people. Noah directed, he preached,
he worked, while the people looked on in amazement, and regarded him as a fanatic.
{ISP 70.1}

Satan says, "I will work at cross purposes with God. I will empower my followers to set
aside God's memorial, the seventh-day Sabbath. Thus I will show the world that the day
sanctified and blessed by God has been changed. That day shall not live in the minds of
the people. I will obliterate the memory of it. I will place in its stead a day that does not
bear the credentials of God, a day that cannot be a sign between God and His people. |
will lead those who accept this day to place upon it the sanctity that God placed upon the
seventh day. {PK 183.3}

"Through my vicegerent, I will exalt myself. The first day will be extolled, and the
Protestant world will receive this spurious sabbath as genuine. Through the
nonobservance of the Sabbath that God instituted, I will bring His law into contempt. The
words, 'A sign between Me and you throughout your generations,' I will make to serve on
the side of my sabbath. {PK 184.1}

"Thus the world will become mine. I will be the ruler of the earth, the prince of the
world. I will so control the minds under my power that God's Sabbath shall be a special
object of contempt. A sign? I will make the observance of the seventh day a sign of
disloyalty to the authorities of earth. Human laws will be made so stringent that men and
women will not dare to observe the seventh-day Sabbath. For fear of wanting food and
clothing, they will join with the world in transgressing God's law. The earth will be
wholly under my dominion." {PK 184.2}

If he can cause us to place ourselves unnecessarily in the way of temptation, he knows
that the victory is his. {DA 126.2}



Proverbs 6:6 Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: 7 Which
having no guide, overseer, or ruler, 8 Provideth her meat in the summer, [and] gathereth
her food in the harvest.

Proverbs 30:25 The ants [are] a people not strong, yet they prepare their meat in the
summer;

Proverbs 24:27 Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyself in the field; and
afterwards build thine house.

1* Timothy 5:8 But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own
house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.

Wherever fruit can be grown in abundance, a liberal supply should be prepared for
winter, by canning or drying. Small fruits, such as currants, gooseberries, strawberries,
raspberries, and blackberries, can be grown to advantage in many places where they are
but little used and their cultivation is neglected. {MH 299.3}

For household canning, glass, rather than tin cans, should be used whenever possible.
It is especially necessary that the fruit for canning should be in good condition. Use little
sugar, and cook the fruit only long enough to ensure its preservation. Thus prepared, it is
an excellent substitute for fresh fruit. {MH 299.4}

Wherever dried fruits, such as raisins, prunes, apples, pears, peaches, and apricots are
obtainable at moderate prices, it will be found that they can be used as staple articles of
diet much more freely than is customary, with the best results to the health and vigor of
all classes of workers. {MH 299.5}

I find Sister Nelson to be a faithful, economical housekeeper. She has been very busy
canning fruit and drying corn. The others have not been able to help her much; for they
have all been busy on the writings. But Mrs. Nelson does not complain. She sees what
needs to be done, and does it. This is a great blessing. {7MR 119.1}

She has already canned one hundred and thirty-eight quarts of tomatoes, sixty quarts
of loganberries, and seventy-five quarts of applesauce, besides cherries, peaches, and
apricots. We hope to have 200 quarts of tomatoes put up. We have nearly a bushel of
sweet corn dried, and have had sweet corn on the table nearly every day for two or three
weeks. {7MR 119.2}

It seems wonderful that in this dry time--not a drop of rain has fallen for nearly six
months--there can be such an abundance of tomatoes and sweet corn. To me this seems
like a miracle; for the crops have not been watered, and there has been very little fog. I
certainly cannot solve the problem of how, without a drop of rain, there can be so rich a
harvest. {7MR 119.3}

Each year we put up not less than six or eight hundred quarts of canned fruit. We have
peaches, apricots, nectarines, grapes, plums, and tomatoes canned. {14MR 332.1}

I have given you these particulars so that you may know all about our ways and
practices, which may differ from your present style of living. {14MR 332.2}



Sufficient Quantities needed for future use

Ten acres of the land is in oranges and apricots. The apricots are the largest I have
ever seen. We only tasted the oranges when we were there, but Brother Burden has
recently sent us several boxes of oranges and grapefruit, which we find most excellent.
The apples grown there do not amount to much. We secured the place last summer before
the fruit was ripe, and more was put up during the season than they will be able to use
this summer. We had to buy peaches for canning. I helped to pick some of them. We
bought the fruit on the trees, and it was delicious. They are now setting out more grape
vines and orange trees and other kinds of fruit, but these will not come into bearing for
some time. {LLM 160.7}

Withdraw to the Freedom of Rural Areas

The time is fast coming when the controlling power of the labor unions will be very
oppressive. Again and again the Lord has instructed that our people are to take their
families away from the cities, into the country, where they can raise their own provisions;
for in the future the problem of buying and selling will be a very serious one. We should
now begin to heed the instruction given us over and over again: Get out of the cities into
rural districts, where the houses are not crowded closely together, and where you will be
free from the interference of enemies.--Letter 5, 1904. {CL 9.5}

The trades unions will be one of the agencies that will bring upon this earth a time of
trouble such as has not been since the world began.--Letter 200, 1903. {CL 10.2}

Lamentations 5:1 Remember, O LORD, what is come upon us: consider, and behold
our reproach. 2 Our inheritance is turned to strangers, our houses to aliens. 3 We are
orphans and fatherless, our mothers [are] as widows. 4 We have drunken our water for
money; our wood is sold unto us. 5 Our necks [are] under persecution: we labour, [and]
have no rest. 6 We have given the hand [to] the Egyptians, [and to] the Assyrians, to be
satisfied with bread.

Proverbs 5:15 Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine
own well.

Little Time of trouble — Sunday Law — Preparation needs to be made

Contributes to Economic Security.--Again and again the Lord has instructed that our
people are to take their families away from the cities, into the country, where they can
raise their own provisions; for in the future the problem of buying and selling will be a
very serious one. We should now begin to heed the instruction given us over and over
again: Get out of the cities into rural districts, where the houses are not crowded closely
together, and where you will be free from the interference of enemies. (For further
detailed counsel on this topic see Country Living.) {AH 141.4}

Great Time of trouble — Close of Probation — No Preparation needs to be made —
Houses and lands sold in advance during the little Time of trouble



The Lord has shown me repeatedly that it is contrary to the Bible to make any
provision for our temporal wants in the time of trouble. I saw that if the saints had food
laid up by them or in the field in the time of trouble, when sword, famine, and pestilence
are in the land, it would be taken from them by violent hands and strangers would reap
their fields. Then will be the time for us to trust wholly in God, and He will sustain us. I
saw that our bread and water will be sure at that time, and that we shall not lack or
suffer hunger; for God is able to spread a table for us in the wilderness. If necessary
He would send ravens to feed us, as He did to feed Elijah, or rain manna from
heaven, as He did for the Israelites. {EW 56.2}

Houses and lands will be of no use to the saints in the time of trouble, for they will
then have to flee before infuriated mobs, and at that time their possessions cannot be
disposed of to advance the cause of present truth. I was shown that it is the will of God
that the saints should cut loose from every encumbrance before the time of trouble
comes, and make a covenant with God through sacrifice. If they have their property on
the altar and earnestly inquire of God for duty, He will teach them when to dispose of
these things. Then they will be free in the time of trouble and have no clogs to weigh
them down. {EW 56.3}

I saw that if any held on to their property and did not inquire of the Lord as to their
duty, He would not make duty known, and they would be permitted to keep their
property, and in the time of trouble it would come up before them like a mountain to
crush them, and they would try to dispose of it, but would not be able. I heard some
mourn like this: "The cause was languishing, God's people were starving for the truth,
and we made no effort to supply the lack; now our property is useless. Oh, that we had let
it go, and laid up treasure in heaven!" I saw that a sacrifice did not increase, but it
decreased and was consumed. I also saw that God had not required all of His people to
dispose of their property at the same time; but if they desired to be taught, He would
teach them, in a time of need, when to sell and how much to sell. Some have been
required to dispose of their property in times past to sustain the Advent cause, while
others have been permitted to keep theirs until a time of need. Then, as the cause needs it,
their duty is to sell. {EW 57.1}

When Christ shall cease His work as mediator in man's behalf, then this time of
trouble will begin. {PP 201.2}

The path to freedom from sin is through crucifixion of self, and conflict with the
powers of darkness. Let none be discouraged in view of the severe trials to be met in the
time of Jacob's trouble, which is yet before them. They are to work earnestly, anxiously,
not for that time, but for today. What we want is to have a knowledge of the truth as it is
in Christ now, and a personal experience now. In these precious closing hours of
probation, we have a deep and living experience to gain. We shall thus form characters
that will insure our deliverance in the time of trouble. {RH, August 12, 1884 par. 10}

The time of trouble is the crucible that is to bring out Christ-like characters. It is
designed to lead the people of God to renounce Satan and his temptations. The last
conflict will reveal Satan to them in his true character, that of a cruel tyrant, and it will do
for them what nothing else could do, up-root him entirely from their affections. For to
love and cherish sin, is to love and cherish its author, that deadly foe of Christ. When



they excuse sin and cling to perversity of character, they give Satan a place in their
affections, and pay him homage. . . {RH, August 12, 1884 par. 11}

As children of God, members of the royal family, we must cultivate disinterested
love for one another. We must press together. We should guard the interests of our
brethren, even though we may think they err. We are not perfect ourselves; we are not
immortal. Elijah was a mighty man of God; yet he was "subject to like passions as we
are." We must be tender, kind, and true to one another. "By this shall all men know that
ye are my disciples," says Christ, "if ye have love one to another." {RH, August 12, 1884
par. 15}

Dear brethren and sisters, if we have the religion of Jesus in our hearts, it will be
revealed in our lives. If we love Christ, we shall love one another. Let your life more than
your lips, argue for your Saviour. It is by a well ordered life and godly conversation that
you represent him to the world. {RH, August 12, 1884 par. 16}

Ecclesiastes 3:1 To every [thing there is] a season, and a time to every purpose under
the heaven: 2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up
[that which is] planted; 4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a
time to dance; 6 A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast
away;

It is the very essence of all right faith to do the right thing at the right time. {6T 24.3}

As religious aggression subverts the liberties of our nation, those who would stand for
freedom of conscience will be placed in unfavorable positions. For their own sake, they
should, while they have opportunity, become intelligent in regard to disease, its causes,
prevention, and cure. And those who do this will find a field of labor anywhere. There
will be suffering ones, plenty of them, who will need help, not only among those of our
own faith, but largely among those who know not the truth. {CH 506.1}

Ministers to Work on the Gospel Plan

I wish to tell you that soon there will be no work done in ministerial lines but medical
missionary work. The work of a minister is to minister. Our ministers are to work on the
gospel plan of ministering. ... {CH 533.1}

You will never be ministers after the gospel order till you show a decided interest in
medical missionary work, the gospel of healing and blessing and strengthening. Come up
to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the mighty powers of darkness,
that it be not said of you, "Curse ye Meroz, . . . curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof;
because they came not to the help of the Lord." Judges 5:23.... {CH 533.2}

Matthew 24:37 But as the days of Noe [were], so shall also the coming of the Son of
man be.

Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved
with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the
world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.



Independence of one kind is praiseworthy. To desire to bear your own weight, and not to
eat the bread of dependence, is right. It is a noble, generous ambition that dictates the
wish to be self-supporting. {2T 308.1}

Repeated . . .

The greatest and most important work in which we can engage is the preparation of a
people to stand in the day of God, upon which we are just entering. May the Lord help
you, my brother, to devote your God-given capabilities to winning souls to Christ. Rest in
God, and walk humbly with Him. You will need much of the rich grace of the Saviour,
and a deep, settled conviction that the work of the people of God is to prepare for the
events of the future, which will soon come upon them with blinding force. {4MR 74.3}

Psalms 46:10 Be still, and know that [ [am] God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I
will be exalted in the earth.

The cities are to be worked from outposts. Said the messenger of God, "Shall not the
cities be warned? Yes, not by God's people living in them, but by their visiting them, to
warn them of what is coming upon the earth."--Letter 182, 1902. {Ev 77.4}

As Did Enoch.--As God's commandment-keeping people, we must leave the cities. As
did Enoch, we must work in the cities but not dwell in them.--Manuscript 85, 1899. {Ev
77.5}

Lessons From Lot and Enoch

When iniquity abounds in a nation, there is always to be heard some voice giving
warning and instruction, as the voice of Lot was heard in Sodom. Yet Lot could have
preserved his family from many evils had he not made his home in this wicked, polluted
city. All that Lot and his family did in Sodom could have been done by them, even if they
had lived in a place some distance away from the city. Enoch walked with God, and yet
he did not live in the midst of any city polluted with every kind of violence and
wickedness, as did Lot in Sodom.--Manuscript 94, 1903. {Ev 78.1}

Who will be warned? We say again, Out of the cities. Do not consider it a great
deprivation, that you must go into the hills and mountains, but seek for that retirement
where you can be alone with God, to learn His will and way. ... {CL 14.4}

I urge our people to make it their lifework to seek for spirituality. Christ is at the door.
This is why I say to our people, Do not consider it a privation when you are called to
leave the cities and move out into the country places. Here there await rich blessings for
those who will grasp them. By beholding the scenes of nature, the works of the Creator,
by studying God's handiwork, imperceptibly you will be changed into the same image.--
Manuscript 85, 1908. {CL 14.5}

When God opens the way for the accomplishment of a certain work and gives assurance
of success, the chosen instrumentality must do all in his power to bring about the
promised result. In proportion to the enthusiasm and perseverance with which the work is
carried forward will be the success given. God can work miracles for His people only as
they act their part with untiring energy. {PK 263.1}



As God Opens the Way

The time has come, when, as God opens the way, families should move out of the
cities. The children should be taken into the country. The parents should get as suitable a
place as their means will allow. Though the dwelling may be small, yet there should be
land in connection with it, that may be cultivated.--Manuscript 50, 1903. {CL 24.2}

God Will Help His People

Parents can secure small homes in the country, with land for cultivation, where they
can have orchards and where they can raise vegetables and small fruits to take the place
of flesh meat, which is so corrupting to the life blood coursing through the veins. On such
places the children will not be surrounded with the corrupting influences of city life. God
will help His people to find such homes outside the cities.--Medical Ministry, p. 310.
(1902) {CL 24.3}



